
GLBL 250: Development

What is the course about?
is course provides an introduction to the theory and practice of international development. Over the semester, we will
seek to answer the following questions: What is development? How have our ideas about development, its causes, and
its objectives changed over time? Why, aer 60 years of development, are so many people still suffering from poverty,
economic decline, ill health, political insecurity, repression, and powerlessness? Where should we focus our development
efforts now and in the future?

What will you learn?
During this course, you will develop skills and knowledge to be able to:

• articulate a deep and broad interdisciplinary knowledge of international development;

• interpret and critique alternative theories and measures of development;

• propose innovative solutions to pressing global issues;

• work collaboratively to address development issues in the public, private, and non-pro t sectors.

Howwill the course be taught?
GLBL 250 is a small seminar offering great opportunities for in-depth engagement with critical global issues. In the rst two
parts of the course we will explore theoretical approaches and development actors. In the third and nal part, you will apply
your accumulated knowledge in an imagined professional context. You will envision yourself working on an international
development project in the public, private, or non-pro t sector, and propose a solution to a global challenge of your choice.

What kinds of careers will it prepare you for?
is course will prepare you to work for international aid and development organizations in the non-pro t, private, and
public sectors.

How does it t into your academic trajectory?
GLBL 100 is a prerequisite for this course. is course is a prerequisite for GLBL 350 Global Poverty (offered in Spring
2015) and GLBL 450 Poverty Interventions & Evaluation (offered in Fall 2015). We are working to create a Certi cate in
International Development Studies, whose core courses would be GLBL 250, GLBL 350, and GLBL 450.

GLBL 250 lls a requirement for several of the thematic areas in the Global Studies major and minor, including Wealth and
Poverty, Global Health, Human Rights, and Governance. It could also be incorporated into a major plan of study for other
thematic areas depending on your topical interests.


