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Dr. Schwartz received his B.S., M.S., and Ph.D. degrees in civil engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of  
Technology. He is currently Professor and Chair of Civil and Environmental Engineering at the University of Maryland  
College Park, where he teaches courses on pavement design and analysis, advanced soil mechanics, and computational  
geomechanics. His research interests and experience span the areas of analytical and numerical modeling techniques for 
pavement structures and characterization and laboratory testing of pavement materials. He has played leadership roles in 
many national research projects and regularly assists federal, state, and local agencies and private firms on pavement-
related topics. Dr. Schwartz is an Associate Editor for the International Journal of Pavement Engineering and serves on 
the editorial boards for the International Journal of Geomechanics, Transportation Geotechnics, and the International  
Journal of Roads and Airports. He is a co-developer and co-instructor of the recently updated NHI course Geotechnical 
Aspects of Pavement Design (NHI Course 132040).   

Paul Fraser Kent 
The Paul Fraser Kent Distinguished Lecture, initiated in 2007, honors outstanding leadership 
in the field of transportation engineering. Paul Kent was a 1920 graduate of the University of 
Illinois in Civil Engineering. As a highway contractor and  materials supplier, he owned and 
operated two Champaign-based companies, General Paving and Builders Supply.  

Throughout his professional career, he expressed the highest regard and great esteem for 
the education in civil engineering he received at the University of Illinois. Mr. Kent dedicated 
himself to civic service in Illinois and surrounding states. He was the founder and president 
of the University of Illinois Civil Engineering Alumni Association, and was the recipient of the 
U of I Loyalty Award and the Civil Engineering Distinguished Alumnus Award. 
 

The Kent Distinguished Lectures are sponsored by the Paul F. Kent Memorial Fund, established in 1977 to support 
education in transportation engineering. 


